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Monarch  Butterfly  Flight  Orientation 

by  Julissa  Ynbnr  '00 


Through  years  of  observation,  scientists  have 
found  that  monarch  butterflies  undergo  a  year- 
ly migration.  In  September  to  mid-October 
the  butterflies  migrate  south  toward  Mexico. 
When  they  arrive  in  Mexico  they  shift  their 
migratory  direction  slightly  west  to  Central 
Mexico,  where  the  fir  forests  are  located  and  where 
they  overwinter.  In  early  April  the  butterflies  migrate  north 
to  the  southern  United  States.  Over  several  generations  the 
monarchs  continue  migrating  north,  shifting  east  by  mid- 
summer. Finally  through  the  summer  these  butterflies 
migrate  across  the  Appalachian  Mountains  and  by  September 
the  tall  migration  is  underway  again. 

Dr.  Lincoln  Brower,  an  expert  in  monarch  butterflies,  for- 
mulated a  hypothesis  that  may  explain  the  monarchs'  circular 
pattern  of  migration.  Dr.  Brower  hypothesized  that  monarch 
butterflies  have  an  internal  compass  that  shifts  one  degree  per 
day  over  the  course  of  a  year.  The  compass  continually  shifts 
over  three  to  five  generations  of  monarchs.  This  hypothesis  is 
consistent  with  the  observed  migratory  patterns  of  the 
monarch.  So  according  to  the  hypothesis  on  March  21 
(Spring  Equinox)  monarchs  migrate  north  to  the  Gulf  Coast, 
their  internal  compass  continues  to  shift  a  degree  per  day; 
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Taking  a  closer  look  at 
Monarch  butterflies 


this  generation  lay  their  eggs  in  Texas  and  Louisiana  and 
shortly  thereafter  dies.  In  May,  the  next  generation's  internal 
compass  is  set  to  northeast  and  the  butterflies  migrate  to  the 
Great  Lakes  region.  In  June  and  July,  there  are  two  to  three 
short  lived  generations  whose  compass  is  set  east  and  they 
migrate  across  the  Appalachians.  In  the  fall  the  final  genera- 
tion's compass  is  set  south  and  they  head  to  Mexico  to  over- 
winter. The  internal  compass  shifts  seasonally,  taking  its  cue 
from  the  changing  daylengths  or  photoperiods.  For  example, 
in  the  fall  the  photoperiod  gradually  decreases;  in  the  spring 
it  gradually  increases,  and  in  the  summer  the  photoperiod  is 
fairly  constant.  Therefore,  depending  on  which  season  the 
butterflies  were  reared,  determined  where  their  internal  com- 
pass will  be  set  to  a  particular  direction. 

I  tested  Dr.  Brower's  hypothesis  in  the  summer  of  1997.  I 
reared  several  monarch  butterflies  in  environmental  cham- 
bers. Each  chamber  mimicked  a  particular  season  and  there- 
fore had  a  certain  photoperiod.  I  had  a  few  methodological 
problems  and  found  that  laboratory  reared  butterflies  were 
very  weak  and  unhealthy;  therefore,  I  was  unable  to  get  an 
accurate  picture  of  the  butterflies'  orientation,  this  lead  to  my 
senior  research  which  I  conducted  in  the  fall  of  1999.  I 
decided  to  capture  healthy,  naturally  reared  butterflies  and 
tried  to  shift  their  orientation  direction  into  their  predicted 
directions. 

I  captured  40  monarchs  a  week  and  separated  them  into 
five  groups.  I  designated  the  first  group  as  the  fall  outdoor 
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Sweet  Briar's  Butterfly  Man 
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Monarch  butterflies  warm  up  on  the  trunk  of  a  tree 


Continued  from  pane  I 

group;  these  butterflies  were 
stored  outside  in  natural 
condition  (the  control).  The 
second  group  was  the  tall 
indoor  group;  this  group  of 
butterflies  were  placed  in 
environmental  chamber 
under  a  fall  photoperiod. 
Group  three,  the  spring 
group,  I  placed  under  a 
gradually  increasing  pho- 
toperiod. Group  four,  the 
summer  group,  was  placed 
under  a  constant  photoperi- 
od. Finally,  group  five,  the 
"super  spring"  group,  these 
butterflies  had  a  dramatic 
increase  in  their  photoperiod 
(unnatural).  Butterflies  were 
held  in  captivity  for  one 
week,  then  released  at  which 
time  I  would  record  their 
orientation  angles. 

I  had  two  types  of  release 
methods.  The  first  I  called 
the  Balloon  Release  Method. 
In  this  method  nylon  fishing 
line  was  attached  to  a  helium 
balloon  and  the  balloon  was 
let  out  50-100  feet  in  the 
air.  An  envelope  was 
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attached  to  the  fishing  line, 
and  the  butterfly,  which  had 
been  placed  in  the  envelope, 
would  wiggle  out  and  take 
an  angle.  The  second 
method  was  the  Stepladder 
Method.  In  this  method  an 
assistant  stood  at  the  top  of 
a  6-foot  ladder  and  released 
the  butterfly  from  the  palm 
of  her  hand,  I  then  recorded 
the  orientation  angle.  Both 
methods  were  excellent,  yet 
the  second  was  less  time 
consuming.  Using  a  hand 
held  compass  I  took  the  dis- 
appearance angle  from 
behind  the  butterfly. 

I  found  the  monarchs 
were  showing  migratory 
behavior,  but  they  were  not 
migrating  in  their  predicted 
directions.  An  explanation 
may  be  that  the  butterflies 
were  not  reared  in  the 
desired  photoperiod  because 
I  captured  wild  butterflies 
and  their  compass  may 
have  been  set  weeks  before. 
Therefore,  I  was  unable  to 
change  their  orientation 
angle. 


SWEET  BRJAR  —  Butter- 
flies are  free,  the  saying 
goes.  But  not  inexhaustible. 

That's  what  Sweet  Briar 
College  biologv  professor 
Lincoln  Brower  has  been 
telling  us  for  a  decade.  Yet 
while  the  problems  laced  by 
the  migratory  monarch  but- 
terfly have  only  become 
more  ominous,  at  least 
Brower  seems  to  have 
gained  a  national  platform. 

Last  month.  National 
Public  Radio  did  a  long 
piece  on  Brower's  annual 
trip  to  El  Rosario,  Mexico, 
to  study  the  monarchs  in 
their  winter  home.  A  few 
weeks  ago,  Cox  News  Ser- 
vice reporter  Susan  Ferriss 
visited  the  remote  forest  120 
miles  from  Mexico  City 
where,  she  wrote,  "In  a 
scene  out  of  science  fiction, 
millions  of  monarch  butter- 
flies cling  to  the  branches  of 
the  trees  in  shivering 
clumps,  swaying  gently  like- 
giant  prehistoric  flowers." 

Near  the  end  of  his  talk  in 
the  "Browsing  Room"  of 
Sweet  Briar's  Cochran 
Library  last  Friday,  Brower 
flashed  a  slide  of  the  Mona 
Lisa. 

"We  treasure  this  as  part 
of  our  culture,"  he  said, 
"and  we  should.  But  I  sub- 
mit that  thousands  of  but- 
terflies going  to  bed  in  their 
overwintering  grounds  is 
equally  beautiful." 

What  Jane  Goodall  is  to 
chimpanzees,  Lincoln  Brow- 
er has  become  to  monarchs. 
He  is  both  their  interpreter 
and  their  champion,  and  he 
points  out  that  the  numbers 
of  monarchs  wintering  in  the 
Sierra  Madre  mountains 
have  dropped  70  to  80  per- 
cent over  the  last  two  years. 


Some  of  this  decline  is 
attributed  to  climatic 
changes  brought  about  by 
El  Nino,  but  the  main  cul- 
prit is  man. 

Gradually,  loggers  and 
farmers  have  been  chipping 
away  (literally)  at  the  Mon- 
archs' sanctuarv.  Each  time 
the  blizzard  of  fluttering 
orange  wings  pours  up  the 
mountainside,  there  are  a 
few  less  acres  of  fir  trees 
than  before. 

I  had  always  been  amazed 
by  the  monarch  migration, 
which  covers  2,000  miles 
and  takes  nearly  two 
months.  Until  listening  to 
Brower's  talk,  though,  I  had 
pictured  the  butterflies  drift- 
ing through  some  warm 
tropical  setting,  like  college 
students  on  winter  break. 

Instead,  he  told  his  audi- 
ence, the  butterflies  spend 
several  months  in  cold  stor- 
age. It  is  chilly  up  on  the 
flanks  of  those  volcanic 
peaks,  and  the  insects  form 
clumps  to  keep  warm.  They 
have  also  learned  the  trunks 
of  trees  are  better  heat  con- 
ductors than  the  branches  — 
"hot  water  bottles,"  Brower 
calls  them. 

"If  it  gets  too  cold,  they'll 
freeze,"  he  explained  said. 
"If  it's  too  warm,  it  will 
stimulate  them  into  mating 
too  early." 

Brower  and  his  wife, 
Susan  Fink  (also  a  biology 
professor  at  Sweet  Briar), 
began  studying  monarchs 
trying  to  learn  more  about 
why  they  were  unpalatable 
to  predators.  They  discov- 
ered that  the  butterflies  take 
in  toxins  from  their  favorite 
food,  the  milkweed,  and 
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store  them  in  their  bodies. 
They  also  discovered  that 
they  had  become  hooked  on 
monarchs  as  a  species. 

Among  other  things, 
B rower  and  Fink  created  a 
Butterfly  Research  Garden 
on  the  Sweet  Briar  campus 
to  monitor  the  annual 
migration  in  both  directions. 

Along  with  some  student 
assistants,  they  have  tagged 
hundreds  of  monarchs  and 
then  attempted  to  find  the 
same  butterflies  in  Mexico. 

"One  thing  I  learned 
from  high  school  econom- 
ics," Brower  said  with  a 
laugh,  "is  that  money  talks. 
We  were  getting  a  very  poor 
rate  of  return  on  the  tags. 
Then  we  started  offering  $5 
per  tag,  and  we  got  400 
back  this  year.  So  we've  got 
a  lot  of  good  information, 
and  we're  broke." 

Brower  estimates  that 
over  a  billion  butterflies  take- 
part  in  the  annual  migra- 
tion. Those  who  survive  the 
trip  actually  arrive  heavier 
than  when  they  left. 

"They  eat  a  lot  on  the 
way,"  Brower  said.  "They're 
regular  butterballs." 

Brower  would  like  to  see 
more  of  the  overwintering 
area  protected  by  the  Mexi- 
can government.  "Eco- 
tourism"  has  convinced 
some  Mexicans  to  nurture 
the  monarchs  instead  of 
using  their  habitat  for  fire- 
wood, but  the  tourists  have 
become  a  problem  in  them- 
selves. 

"We  won't  lose  the 
monarch  as  a  species  if  we 
lose  the  overwintering 
grounds,"  Brower  said  Fri- 
day, "but  we'll  lose  the 
migration.  That  would  be 
tragic." 


Professor  Joan  Kent  Teacher,  Scholar  and  Friend 


On  September  21,  1999, 
Joan  Kent,  Professor  of  His- 
tory at  Sweet  Briar  College, 
died  at  her  home  in  Great 
Village,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada 
at  age  58.    Dr.  Kent  joined 
the  faculty  as  an  assistant 
professor  in  1971  and  was 
promoted  to  full  professor  in 
1984.   She  earned  her  B.A. 
with  Honors  in  History  in 
1962  from  Mount  Allison 
University;  her  MA.  in  His- 
tory in  1964  from  Smith 
College  and  her  Ph.D.  in 
History  in  1971  from  Uni- 
versity College,  University  of 
London.    Her  major  field  of 
study  was  Tudor,  Stuart  and 
Georgian  England.    Her 
other  fields  of  research 
included  Early  Modern 
Europe,  Women's  History, 
Medieval  Europe,  the  Histo- 
ry of  Crime,  Family  History, 
and  Modern  Britain. 

During  her  years  at  Sweet 
Briar  College,  Professor  Kent 
served  on  numerous  com- 
mittees including  Academic, 
Board,  the  Presidential 
Search  Committee  and 
Strategic  Planning.    She  was 
awarded  a  1997  grant  from 
the  Mednick  Fellowship  by 
the  Virginia  Foundation  for 
Independent  Colleges  and 
in  1998,  she  received  the 
Dana  Faculty  Fellowship 
for  outstanding  professional 
accomplishments. 

Professor  Kent's  book, 
TJic  English  Village  Constable 
15S0-1642\xas  published  in 
1986  by  the  Oxford  Univer- 
sity Press.   She  wrote  numer- 
ous books,  articles,  and 


Joan  Kent  in  the  classroom 

reviews  and  most  recently 
was  completing  research  for  a 
book  on  English  social  histo- 
ry 1640-1740.    In  1996, 
Professor  Kent  received  the 
Donald  M.  Sutherland  Prize- 
awarded  by  the  American 
Society  for  Legal  History 
"for  the  article  deemed  the 
most  significant  contribution 
to  English  Legal  History." 
In  1998-99  she  served  on 
the  National  Screening  Com- 
mittee for  the  Fulbright- 
Hayes  Program  reviewing 
graduate  applications  for 
study  in  Great  Britain. 
Professor  Kent  was  a 
respected  scholar  and  col- 
league and  a  beloved  teacher 
to  generations  of  students. 
She  visited  the  Mary  Helen 
Cochran  Library  every  day, 
always  smiling  and  joking 
with  the  Library  staff  and 
student  assistants.   We  miss 
her  friendship,  humor  and 


her  generous  spirit.  Professor 
Kent's  estate  left  her  library 
of  over  1400  books  to  the 
Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library. 
These  books  in  the  areas  of 
English  History,  Medieval 
Studies,  Women  and  Family 
History  and  many  volumes  of 
contemporary  British  and 
Canadian  fiction  will  be 
added  to  the  general  collec- 
tion so  they  can  be  read  by 
all  who  use  the  Library,  espe- 
cially the  students. 

In  memory  of  Professor 
Joan  Kent,  Sweet  Briar  Col- 
lege has  established  the  Joan 
Kent  Memorial  Book  Fund. 
The  Fund  was  created  to 
honor  her  memory.   Contri- 
butions may  be  directed  to 
the  Development  Office, 
Sweet  Briar  College,  Box  G, 
Sweet  Briar,  VA  24595.  For 
more  information,  contact 
gifts@sbc.edu   or  call  (804) 
381-6161. 


This  Issue  of  the  Library  Gazette 
is  Dedicated  to  Professor  Joan  Kent 


Friends  of  the  Library  Minutes  of  the  Spring  Meeting  April  9,  1999 


The  Spring  Meeting  of 
the  Friends  of  the  Library 
was  convened  by  Chairman, 
Nancy  Rasenberger  '51,  in 
the  Browsing  Room  of  the 
Library  on  April  9,1999,  at 
3:30  PM.  Those  present 
were:  Jean  Albert  '46,  Greg 
and  Edna  Armstrong,  Nancy 
Baldwin  '57,  Carolyn  Bates, 
Barbara  Blair,  Marjorie  Free- 
man, John  Goulde,  Adelaide 
Hapala,  Allen  Huszti,  Joyce 
Kramar,  Liz  Linton,  Joe  Mal- 
loy,  Cathy  Mays  '84,  Stephen 
and  Sigrid  Mirabella,  Anne 
Reams  '42,  Anne  Richards 
'84,  Margaret  Anne  Rogers 
'56,  Jane  Nelson  '66  and 
Melinda  Wheeler. 

Dr.  Lincoln  Brower,  Sweet 
Briar  College's  Research  Pro- 
fessor of  Biology,  presented  a 
lecture  and  slide  presentation 
on  the  "Marvelous  Migration 
of  the  Monarch  Butterfly"  to 
the  Friends  and  quests. 


The  business  meeting 
began  at  4:00  PM.  The  min- 
utes of  the  Fall  Meeting 
( 1998  )  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Library  were  approved  as 
submitted. 

Cathy  Mays  '84,  represen- 
tative of  the  Development 
Office,  gave  the  Membership 
Report.  As  of  April  8,  1999, 
157  contributing  members 
have  raised  a  total  of  $7,337. 
Last  year  at  this  same  time, 
there  were  178  contributing 
members  raising  S8,682. 
There  will  be  one  more  mail- 
ing of  renewal  forms.  There 
will  be  additional  mailings 
targeting  council  members, 
alumnae  who  have  been  out 
of  school  for  six  years  and 
local  community  members. 
The  Membership  Report 
was  accepted. 

John  Goulde,  Treasurer, 
gave  the  Finance  Committee 
Report.  The  total  revenue  for 


the  period  is  525,118.  Oper- 
ating expenses  and  commit- 
ment to  book  purchases 
equaled  $5,309  leaving  a  bal- 
ance of  513,255.  Mr.  Goulde 
proposed  the  approval  of  the 
same  budget  for  the  coming 
year.  The  Friends  accepted 
this  proposed  budget  for 
1999-2000. 

Allen  Huszti  gave  the 
Needs  Committee  Report. 
Mr.  Huszti  requested  that 
the  Friends  accept  the  Needs 
Committee's  list  of  purchases 
of  55,002.34.  The  Friends 
approved  the  purchase  of 
these  items. 

Mr.  Malloy  gave  the 
Events  Committee  Report. 
He  reported  that  we  have 
received  a  lot  of  compliments 
on  the  events  that  are  accom- 
panying  each  Friends  meet- 
ing. Today's  program  on 
butterflies  is  a  good  example. 
The  Fall  activity  is  still  in  the 
planning  process  and  the 
Friends  will  also  be  responsi- 
ble for  the  Gerhard  Masur 
Lecture  in  the  Spring  of 
2000.  Suggestions  for  the 
ecture  and  other  events  are 
welcomed. 

Mr.  Malloy  gave  the  Pub- 
lications Committee  Report 
that  included  the  distribution 
of  the  1998  Library  Gazette 
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Dr.  Lincoln  Brower 

to  the  members.  A  mailing  of 
the  Gazette  will  follow  soon. 
There  was  no  Old  Business. 

New  Business 

Joyce  Kramar  reported  that 
the  Spring  Meeting  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  would 
be  held  on  March  31,2000. 

Ms.  Kramar  also  reported 
that  Hollins  LTniversity  was 
dedicating  a  new  library 
building  today. 

Marjorie  Freeman  reported 
on  a  recent  gift  from 
Annabelle  Forsch  Praeger  '43. 
Her  gift  included  art  books, 
original  art  as  well  as  a  won- 
derful LP  record  collection. 
Mrs.  Freeman  announced 
that  the  Chinese  books  and 
materials  given  by  Irene 
Vongehr  Vincent  '40  are 
being  housed  in  Room  202 
of  the  library.  Additionally, 
Mr.  Vincent  recently  donated 
more  books  to  the  library  and 
the  collection  now  numbers 
over  5000  items. 


(top)  Dr.  Lincoln  Brower  with 
Marjorie  Freeman  and  Stephen 
Mirabella 


(bottom)  The  Friends  listen  as  Dr. 
Brower  lectures  on  the  monarch 
butterfly 


Library  Staff  activities 
included: 

x\lrs.  Freeman  was  a  con- 
sultant to  a  group  of  libraries 
in  Carroll  County,  Maryland 
who  is  creating  a  consortium. 
Mrs.  Freeman  is  also  active  in 
helping  to  develop  software 
for  the  Dynix  System. 

Mr.  Malloy  reported  that 
the  Director,  John  Jaffe,  is 
the  Chairman  of  the  College 
Library  section  of  the  ACRL 
and  had  to  attend  a  meeting 
todav.  He  sends  his  regrets. 

Lisa  Johnston  is  on  sab- 
batical this  Spring  and  Sum- 
mer and  Mr.  Malloy  is  the 
acting  Associate  Director 
and  Head  of  Public  Service 
in  her  absence. 

Mr.  Malloy  organized 
Sweet  Briars'  Fiddle  and 
Dance  festival  for  the  second 
year.  He  is  the  coach  of 
Sweet  Briar's  intercollegiate 
club  softball  team.    In 
December,  Mr.  Malloy 
attended  a  National  Friends 
of  Academic  Library  USA 
seminar  in  Richmond,  VA. 
Ms.  Jane  Nelson  '66  attend- 


ed this  meeting  as  well.  He 
was  asked  by  the  Friends  of 
Virginia  Libraries  to  lead  a 
panel  discussion  on  "Acade- 
mic Friends"  at  the  FOVL 
annual  meeting  in  Bedford, 
VA  this  April. 

In  February,  Chairman 
Nancy  Rasenberger,  Vice- 
Chairman  Jane  Nelson,  John 
Jaffe,  Joe  Mallov  and  Joyce 
Kramar  met  to  discuss  and 
review  the  goals  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library.  Sever- 
al new  strategies  were  adopt- 
ed. They  are: 

•  To  send  a  FOL  solicita- 
tion to  the  people  who 
receive  the  monthlv  Sweet 
Briar  Calendar  of  events 
open  to  the  public  and  to 
Alumnae  who  live  within 
200  miles  of  the  campus. 
There  are  about  5,000 
names  on  these  lists. 

•  To  send  a  FOL  solicita- 
tion to  alumnae  who  have 
been  out  of  school  for  six 
years 

•  To  publish  the  Library 
Gazette  onlv  once  a  vear. 
This  combines  the  Spring 


John  Goulde,  Treasurer;  Jane  Nelson  '66.  Vice-Chairman:  and  Nancy 
Rasenberger  '51,  Chairman 


and  Fall  Meetings  into 
one  Gazette  and  will 
result  in  some  savings. 

•  To  create  draft  letters  to 
be  used  by  Council  Mem- 
bers to  encourage  class- 
mates and  friends  to  join 
the  Friends  of  Library. 

•  To  organize  FOL  gather- 
ings at  other  Sweet  Briar 
events  like  the  Babcoek 
Season  program. 

Liz  Linton,  Serial  Librari- 
an, reported  that  her  web 


site  "Gift  of  Speech,"  that  is 
dedicated  to  preserving  and 
creating  access  to  speeches 
given  by  influential  contem- 
porarv  women,  has  won 
numerous  awards.  She  has 
received  several  Sweet  Briar 
funded  grants  to  support 
and  continue  this  work. 

The  meeting  adjourned 
and  the  Friends  joined  the 
Friends  of  Art  at  a  reception, 
dinner  and  a  lecture  by 
Patricia  Leighton,  Scottish- 
born  Earthwork  Artist. 


Earthwork  Artist  Patricia  Leighton  Speaks  to  FOL/FOA 


Patricia  Leighton,  a  New  York-based  artist  who  designed 
the  first  earthwork  in  a  60-mile  art  gallery  in  Scotland 
known  as  the  MS  project  spoke  at  the  FOL/FOA  1999 
Spring  Meeting. 

The  MS  project  was  developed  as  an  opportunitv  to 
bring  the  arts  to  the  50,000  cars  that  travel  the  60-mile 
stretch  of  highway  between  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  every 
day.  Developers  hope  to  have  up  to  30  art  works  installed 
along  the  highway  by  the  new  millennium,  Leighton's 
piece,  "Sawtooth  Ramps,"  was  the  first  to  be  unveiled  in 
1993. 

Leighton's  proposal  was  chosen  from  an  international 
competition,  which  specifically  sought  a  design  that  would 
reflect  the  character  of  its  setting.    Leighton's  work  consists 
of  seven  sawtooth  ramps,  each  36  feet  high  and  135  feet 
wide.  The  number  seven  was  chosen  as  it  is  the  number  for 
perfect  unity  or  full  cycle.   The  slopes  have  been  planted 
with  grass  seed  and  sheep  are  intended  to  provide  a  pic- 
turesque and  economic  grass-cutting  service.    In  addition, 
wild  plants,  flowers,  and  indigenous  birds  and  wildlife  are 
encouraged  as  a  way  of  making  the  earthworks  part  of  the 
landscape  masterplan. 


In  this  work,  Leighton  sought  to  recapture  the  sense  of 
energy  and  mystery  that  is  present  in  megalithic  and 
neolithic  sites  throughout  Europe.  In  paying  homage  to 
local  history,  "Sawtooth  Ramps"  echoes  the  idea  of  West 
Calder's  Seven  Sisters  shale  bing,  which  is  a  Scottish 
National  Monument. 

Patricia  Leighton,  a  native  of  Scotland,  studied  at  Edin- 
burgh School  of  Art  and  in  Poznan,  Poland  in  the  1970s. 


Friends  of  the  Library  Minutes  of  the  Fall  Meeting  November  12,  1999 


The  Fall  Meeting  of  the 
Friends  of  Library  was  con- 
vened bv  Chairman,  Nancy 
Rasenberger  '51,  in  the 
Browsing  Room  of  the 
Library  on  November  12, 
1999  at  4:00  pm.  Those  pre- 
sent were:  Barbara  Blair, 
Marge  Freeman,  John 
Goulde,  Adelaide  Hapala, 
John  Jaffe,  Lisa  Johnston, 
Joyce  Kramar,  Liz  Linton, 
Joe  Malloy,  Ann  Reams  '42, 
Stephen  and  Sigrid  Mirabella, 
Anne  Richards  '84,  Mike 
Richards,  Peggy  Anne 
Rogers  '56,  Margaret  Stan- 
ton, Donna  Whitehouse,  and 
Melinda  Wheeler. 

Retika  Varzarani,  the 
Sweet  Briar  College  Banister 
Writer-in- Residence,  read 
from  her  two  works  of  poet- 
ry, White  Elephants  and 
Inventing  My  Mother  to  the 
Friends  and  guests.  Professor 
Varzarani  recently  won  die 
Pushcart  Prize  for  her  poem 
"Daughter- Mother-Maya- 
Seeta."  A  book  signing  took 
place  after  the  reading. 

The  minutes  of  the  Spring 
Meeting  (1999)  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  were 
approved  as  submitted. 

Donna  Whitehouse,  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  new 
representative  from  the 
Development  Office  gave  the 
Membership  Committee 
Report. 

As  of  June  30,  1999,  there 
were  199  contributing  mem- 
bers raising  $1 1,086.  As  of 
November  12,  1999,  there 
were  10  members  raising 
$275.  The  Joan  Kent  Memo- 
rial Fund  now  has  $395.  The 
first  of  3  renewal  solicitations 
will  be  mailed  out  in  Novem- 
ber, followed  by  February 
and  again  in  May. 

Mrs.  Whitehouse  also 
reported  diat  four  more  mem- 
bers need  to  be  elected  to  the 
Friends  of  die  Library  Council. 
John  Goulde,  Treasurer, 


gave  the  Finance  Committee 
Report. 

The  total  revenue  available 
for  this  period  is  $18,201. 
The  projected  operating 
budget  and  commitment  to 
book  purchases  comes  to 
$8,199,  leaving  us  with 
$10,002  for  the  purchases  of 
books  for  this  fiscal  year. 
John  Goulde  requested  that 
we  accept  the  proposed 
1999/2000  operating  bud- 
get. The  Friends  accepted 
the  proposed  budget. 

Joe  Malloy  gave  the 
Needs  Committee  Report. 
Mr.  Malloy  requested  that 
the  Friends  accept  the  Needs 
Committee's  list  of  purchas- 
es. The  list  of  requests  came 
to  $4,995.51.  The  Friends 
approved  the  purchase  of 
these  items. 

Joe  Malloy  gave  the 
Events  Committee  Report. 
Because  the  Wailes  Center 
will  not  be  available  for  the 
Spring  2000  meeting  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library,  Mr. 
Malloy  reported  we  will  use 
the  Pannel  Art  Gallery  for 
the  FOL/FOA  reception  fol- 
lowed by  dinner  at  the  Pro- 
thro  Commons  and  instead 
of  a  speaker,  the  Friends  will 
attend  the  Spring  Theater 
production,  Proposals,  a  play 
by  Neil  Simon  at  the  Bab- 
cock  Auditorium 

Joe  Malloy  gave  the  Publi- 
cations Committee  Report. 
It  was  decided  to  dedicate 
the  spring  issue  of  the 
Gazette  to  Professor  Joan 
Kent,  who  passed  away  Sep- 
tember 21,1999.  Professor 
Kent  was  a  respected  scholar 
and  colleague  and  a  beloved 
teacher  to  generations  of 
students.  In  memory  of 
Professor  Joan  Kent,  Sweet 
Briar  College  has  established 
the  Joan  Kent  Memorial 
Book  Fund. 

There  was  no  Old  Business. 

It  was  announced  that  the 


Spring  Meeting  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  would 
be  held  on  March  31,2000. 

Marge  Freeman  was 
pleased  to  announce  that  the 
Irene  Vongehr  Vincent  '40, 
gift  collection  of  Chinese 
books  and  materials  have 
been  processed,  and  are 
housed  in  Room  202.  Mrs. 
Freeman  invited  the  Friends 
go  to  Room  202  after  the 
meeting  to  see  this  wonder- 
ful collection. 

John  Jaffe  gave  the  fol- 
lowing report  on  the  Juliette 
Anthonv  gift  of  Horace 
books,  which  exemplify  fine 
printing.  Juliette  Anthony 
Class  of  62  has  given  to 
Sweet  Briar  her  wonderful 
collection  of  Horace  First 
Editions.  Juliette  was  a  Latin 
major  at  Sweet  Briar  and 
received  her  Masters  from 
Brown  University  in  Classics 
in  1964.  She  then  received  a 
Masters  in  Library  Science 
from  Simmons  College  in 
the  same  year.  She  got  both 
Masters  degrees  in  two  years 
and  also  worked  at  the 
Widener  Library  of  Harvard 
College.  She  has  collected 
the  first  editions  of  Horace 
over  many  years  and  the  col- 
lection is  both  an  outstand- 
ing Horace  collection,  as  well 
as  a  wonderful  overview  and 
survey  of  fine  printing  over 
the  last  four  centuries.  The 
collection  is  valued  at  over 
$33,000  and  Sweet  Briar  is 
extremely  fortunate  to 
receive  it.  The  collection  will 
measurably  improve  oppor- 
tunities for  Sweet  Briar 
women  in  classical  studies, 
history,  and  art  history. 

The  Friends  were  invited 
by  Nancy  Rasenberger  to 
Anne  Richards  house  for 
refreshments,  dinner  at  the 
Prothro  Commons  and  the 
Fall  Dance  Concert  at  the 
Babcock  Auditorium. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned. 


Reetika  Vazirani  Reads  to 
Friends  at  Fall  Meeting 

Reetika  Vazirani,  the 
Sweet  Briar  College  Banister 
Writer-in-Residence,  read  to 
the  Friends  from  her  1995 
book  of  poems,  White  Ele- 
phants and  from  a  new 
unpublished  manuscript, 
Inventing  My  Mother.  Pro- 
fessor Vazirani  was  awarded 
the  Pushcart  Prize  for  her 
poem  "Daughter-Mother- 
Maya-Seeta,"  die  last  poem 
in  Inventing  My  Mother.  The 
Pushcart  Prize  is  an  award 
for  the  best  poems,  stories, 
and  essays  published  in  a 
calendar  vear.  The  poem  will 
be  included  in  the  Pushcart 
Prize  Anthology  next  year. 

In  addition  to  the  Push- 
cart Prize,  she  has  been 
awarded  a  1998  Poets  & 
Writers  Exchange  Award,  a 

"Discovery  VTHE 
NATION  award,  and  fellow- 
ships from  die  Watson  Foun- 
dation, the  Sewanee  Writers' 
Conference,  and  the  Bread 
Loaf  Writers'  Conference. 

Vazirani  previously  taught 
in  the  creative  writing  pro- 
grams at  the  L'niversity  of 
Virginia  and  the  University 
of  Oregon.  At  Sweet  Briar 
she  teaches  a  poetry  work- 
shop and  a  course  titled 
"Topics  in  Creative  Writ- 
ing." Her  courses  place  an 
emphasis  on  students'  origi- 
nal writings  as  well  as  learn- 
ing the  mechanics  of  poetry 
and  writing  in  general. 


Friends  of  Libraries  —  Spring  1999 

Needs  Committee  Requests  (Selected  Titles) 


Friends  of  Libraries  —  Fall  1999 

Needs  Committee  Requests  (Selected  Titles) 


Art  History  Department 

TIjc  Illuminated  Books  of 
William  Blake;  edited  by 
David  Bindman.   Princeton, 
Princeton  University 
Press/1997-98.  (6  volumes) 

These  volumes  air  produced 
with  meticulous  can,  each  has 
a  brief  introduction.   Each 
volume  also  contains  exquisite 
reproductions  of  the  original 
plates,  a  new  transcription  of 
Blake's  text  and  scholarly  but 
accessible  plate-by-plate  com- 
mentaries. 

Biology  Department 

Visual  Genetics  Plus:  Tuto- 
rial and  Laboratory  Simula- 
tions; by  Alan  W.  Day  and 
Robert  L.  Dean  (CD- 
ROM).  Windows/MAC- 
Faculty  and  Student  CDs. 
Sudbury,  Exeter  Multimedia 
Pub/1998. 

Tins  is  an  interactive  tool 
which  provides  students  with  a 
more  dynamic  view  of  genetic 
and  molecular  process.  It  pro- 
vides a  set  of  highly  interactive 
laboratory  simulations  rich  in 
graphic  detail. 

Classical  Studies 
Department 

Attic  Greek  Prose  Syntax 
(Kruger's  griechische  Sprach- 
lehre);  edited  by  Guy  L. 
Cooper  III.   (Two  volumes) 
University  of  Michigan 
Press/ 1998. 

English  Department 

A  Bibliography  of  Virginia 
Woolf;  by  B.J.  Kirkpatrick 
(Brownlee  Jean)   4th  edi- 
tion.  New  York,  Oxford 
University  Press/1997. 

General  Requests 

Cornell  Teats;  general 
editors  Phillip  L.  Marcus, 
Stephen  Parrish,  Ann 
Saddlemyer,  Jon  Stallworthv. 
Ithaca,  Cornell  University 
Press/1998.  (10  volumes) 


TIjc  volumes  in  this  scries 
present  the  manuscripts  of 
W.B.  Teats  and  other  materi- 
als from  the  rich  archives  pre- 
served in  the  collections  of  the 
National  Library  of  Ireland 
and  elsewhere.    TIjc  primary 
goail  of  the  editors  is  to  achieve 
the  greatest  possible  fidelity  in 
tra ascription .  Photographic 
facsimiles  are  used  extensively 
to  supplement  the  texts. 

Government  Department 

Ancient  China  -  video 
recording.  Princeton,  Films 
for  the  Humanities  &  Sci- 
ences/1998. 

Italian  Department 

Storia  della  Letteratura 
Italiana;  Diretta  da  Enrico 
Malato.   Roma,  Saler- 
no/1995. 

Music  Department 

TIjc  Literature  of  Chamber 
Music;  by  Arthur  Cohnr. 
Chapel  Hill,   Hinshaw 
Music/ 199  7. 

Reference  Department 

TIjc  Columbia  Gazetteer  of 
the  World;  edited  by  Saul  B. 
Cohen.  Columbia  University 
Press/1998.    (3  volumes). 
A  monumental  work  of 
astounding  comprehensiveness 
and  unfailing  accuracy,  an 
unmatched  summation  of  the 
geographic  contents  of  our 
world.   Tins  authoritative 
world  Gazetteer  is  indispens- 
able for  those  concerned  with 
global  geography  and  history. 
It  has  no  peer  in  any  lan- 
guage. 

Theatre  Arts  Department 

Choreographing  Differ- 
ence:  TIjc  Body  and  Identity 
in  Contemporary  Dance;  bv 
Ann  Cooper  Albright.    Uni- 
versity of  New  England 
Press/1997. 


Art  History  Department 

American  Decorative  Arts 
and  Paintings  in  the  Bayou 
Bend  Collection;  edited 
David  B.  Warren;  Princeton, 
Princeton  University 
Press/ 1998. 

Studio  Art  Department 

On  Alternate  Days:  the 
Paintings  of  Nancy  Witt,  bv 
Nana,'  Camden  Witt.  Ash- 
land, Cross  Mill 
Gallery/ 1999. 

A  self-published  book  by 
one  of  the  most  eminent 
artists  in  Virginia.    It  consists 
of  high  quality  color  reproduc- 
tions of  most  of  her  intriguing 
magic  realist  paintings,  and 
a  small  amount  of  text.   It  is 
a  beautiful  volume. 

Biology  Department 

Tree  Ring  Analysis: 
Biologic  a  I,  Method  ologic  a  I, 
and  Environmental  Aspects, 
edited  bv  R.  Wimmer  and 
R.E.  Vetter.   New  York, 
CABI  Pub/1999. 

Classical  Studies 
Department 

Portraits  ofLivia;  by  Eliz- 
abeth Bartman.    New  York, 
Cambridge  University 
Press/1998. 

Education  Department 

TIjc  Classroom  Observer: 
Developing  Observation  Skills 
in  Early  Childhood  Settings, 
Ann  E.  Boehm.    3rd  edition. 
New  York,  Teachers  College 
Press,  Columbia  Universi- 
ty/1997. 

English  Department 

The  Cambridge  History  of 
American  Literature.  Vol- 
ume 7  -  Prose  Writing, 
1940-1990.   New  York, 
Cambridge  University 
Press/1998. 


History  Department 

History  and  Annotated 
Bibliography  of  American 
Religions  Periodicals  and 
Newspapers  Established  from 
I'M)  through  1830;  by" 
Gavlord  P.  Albaugh. 
Worcester,  American 
Antiquarian  Society/1994. 

Italian  Department 

Torquato  Taso  c  la 
Ciiltura  Estene;  a  cura  di 
Gianni  Venturi.  Firenze,  L.S. 
Olschki/1999.  (3  volumes) 

Music  Department 

Ethnomusicology:  Histori- 
cal and  Regional  Studies, 
edited  by  Helen  Myers. 
New  York,  Norton/ 199  3. 

Reference  Department 

TIjc  Oxford  Encyclopedia 
of  Ancient  Egypt,  editor  in 
chief:  Donald  B.  Redford. 
Oxford  University 
Press/ 1999. 

TJje  most  comprehensive 
reference  work  on  this  spectac- 
ular 5,000 year  civilization. 
Now  a  comprehensive, 
authoritative  reference  source 
brings  together  centuries  of 
scholarship  and  the  latest 
research  on  every  aspect  of 
Egyptian  life. 

Religion  Department 

Encyclopedia  of  Occultism 
C~  Parapsychology;  edited  by 
J.  Gordon  Melton.   4th  edi- 
tion. Detroit,  Gale  Research, 
Inc.,/1996.  (2  Volumes) 

Theatre  Arts  Department 

International  Dictionary 
of  Modern  Dance;  edited  by 
Taryn  Benbow-Pfalgraf. 
Detroit,  St.  James 
Press/1998. 


In  Memorium: 
Dr.  Richard  (Dick)  C.  Rowland 

Dr.  Richard  (Dick)  C.  Rowland,  who  retired 
from  Sweet  Briar  in  1982  as  Professor  of  Eng- 
lish, and  served  as  Emeritus  Professor  through 
1983,  passed  away  mid-March  in  Portland,  Ore- 
gon. He  was  for  many  years  a  Friends  of  Library 
Council  member  and  Editor,  with  his  wife  Claris- 
sa, of  the  Library  Gazette. 

Professor  Rowland  was  a  long-standing  faculty 
member  at  Sweet  Briar,  first  serving  as  Associate 
Professor  of  English  from  1957  to  1962,  Profes- 
sor of  English  from  1962  to  1975,  Charles  A. 
Dana  Professor  of  English  from  1975  until  his 
retirement  in  1982,  then  Charles  A.  Dana  Pro- 
fessor Emeritus  of  English  from  1982  to  1983. 

Professor  Rowland  resided  in  Portland,  Ore- 
gon and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Clarissa  Row- 
land; two  daughters.  Charity  Marx  from 
Portland,  and  Elizabeth  Overmyer  from  Berke- 
ley, California;  two  sons,  David  Rowland  from 
Portland,  and  Hugh  Rowland  of  San  Francisco, 
California;  and  two  grandchildren. 

The  memorial  service  at  Sweet  Briar  College 
will  be  held  May  13th  at  5pm.  in  the  chapel. 
Memorial  contributions  may  be  made  to  the 
Lynchburg  Public  Library,  2315  Memorial 
Avenue,  Lynchburg,  VA  24501  or  to  the 
Columbia  College  Fund  of  Columbia  Universitv 
in  New  York  City;  116  Street  and  Broadway, 
New  York,  NY  10027. 


Staff  Activities  - 1999 


The  Friends  0/  the 
Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library  Botird 

1998  -  1999 

Mrs  Raymond  Rasenberger  '51,  Chairman 

Jane  Nelson  '66,  Vice-Chairman 

Mr  John  Goulde,  Treasurer 

Mr  John  G.  Jaffe,  Secretary 

Boari  Members 

Miss  Barbara  Blair,  Mrs,  Nancy 

Baldwin  '57,  Ms  Jennifer  L  Crispen, 

Mrs  Milan  Hapala,  Jenny  Hoffman, 

Stephen  Mirabella,  Sigrid  Mirabella, 

Laura  Pharis,  Mrs.  Bernard  L  Reams  '42, 

Anne  Richards  '84,  Dr  Margaret  Stanton, 

Ann  Whitley  '47 

Ex-Ojjicio  Members 

Mrs,  Cathy  Cash  Mays  '84, 

Director  of  Prospect  Research; 

Donna  Whitehouse, 

Director  of  Stewardship; 

President  Elisabeth  Muhlenfeld; 

Dean  George  Lenz; 

Mary  Lou  Merkt,  Vice  President  for 

Finance  and  Administration, 

Mrs  Louise  Swiecki  Zangaro  '80, 

Director,  Alumnae  Association 

A  I,  I'm  Scholars 

Class  of  2000,  Susan  Bobb,  Class 

of  2001,  Amy  Tabb;  Class  of  2002, 

Laura  Reither  &  Jennifer  Taylor 
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John  G,  Jaffe,  Director  of 
Libraries  and  Integrated  Learning 
Resources,  received  a  Doctorate 
of  Arts  in  Library  and  Informa- 
tion Science  from  Simmons  Col- 
lege in  Boston. 


Dr.  John  Jaffe 

Lisa  Johnston,  Associate 
Director  and  Head  of  Public  Ser- 
vices received  a  Mednick  Award 
from  the  Virginia  Foundation  for 
Private  Colleges.  A  grant  for 
research  on  19th  century  chil- 
dren's diaries  at  the  Bodleian 
Library,  L'niversity  of  Oxford. 

Marjorie  M.  Freeman,  Head  of 
Technical  Services,  was  appointed 
Coordinator  of  Joint  Application 
Development  ( JAD )  for  the 
largest  supplier  of  library  software 
epixtech,  inc.  JAD  provides  a 
method  for  the  libraries  and  the 
software  company  to  work 


together  in  the  enhancement  of 
existing  software  and  the  develop- 
ment of  new  software. 

Caressa  Talley,  Branch  Libraries 
Assistant,  was  selected  as  the  Co- 
Chair  Elect  (2001 )  of  the  Virginia 
Library  Association  Paraprofes- 
sional  Executive  Board  (VLAPF) 
at  the  October  1999,  Virginia 
Library  Association  Conference. 
She  also  received,  from  the  Vir- 
ginia Library  Association,  the  VLA 
Distinguished  Service  Award. 

John  Jaffe,  Marge  Freeman  and 
Joyce  Kramar,  Acquisitions  Assis- 
tant, attended  the  Charleston  (SC) 
Conference  on  Acquisitions  And 
Serials  in  November,  1999. 

Joe  Malloy,  Branch,  Interlibrarv 
Loan  and  Reference  Librarian 
published  an  essav  on  flyfishing  in 
the  book,  Goshen  Pass:  A  Magical 
Place  in  Viiyjiuia,  by  Anne  Drake 
McClung  and  Ellen  M.  Martin.  He 
also  published  an  essay  "Irish  Ferry" 
in  the  March  1999,  issue  of  the 
Rockbridge  Advocate.  He  organized 
die  second  Sweet  Briar  College  Fid- 
dle 8c  Dance  Festival  and  coached 
die  1999  Sweet  Briar  intercollegiate 
club  softball  team  to  a  9-1  record. 
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